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IN M EMORI AM 



3oftn flcyton JHcC^uirc. 



Bom September 30, 1836. Died April 29, 1906. 



The Executive Committee of the Virginia Historical Society 
desiring to record in permanent form its high esteem and affec- 
tion for its late member, and its sense of sorrow at his death, 
has ordered this memorial to be published in the Virginia Mag- 
azine of History and Biography. 

John Peyton McGuire was born at "The Rectory," Essex 
county, Virginia, September 30, 1836, and was the son of Rev. 
John P. McGuire, Rector of South Farnham parish, and Maria 
Mercer Garnett his wife. On both sides he was descended from 
old and honored Virginia families. 

Alter education at the Episcopal High School and the Uni- 
versity of Virginia he began his life-long profession, as a teacher, 
in the High School, and during a portion of the War between 
the States was instructor of Mathematics on the Confederate 
naval school-ship Patrick Henry. In October, 1865, he opened 
his school in Richmond and was its principal at the time of his 
death. 

Such are the simple facts of Mr. McGuire's life. His true 
history is in the lives of the 4,000 boys he taught. His character 
was as simple and straightforward as his life. He was a scholar, 
a gentleman and a Christian. He loved good books and good 
men, and in his modest and gentle, but when need be, firm 
way, he spared no pains in the endeavor to teach his pupils 
good scholarship and good literature and to become high- 
minded and God-fearing men. 

As no branch of science or art can be truly taught without 
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inculcating devotion to duty, love of truth, and a widely em- 
bracing charity, it may be fitly said of him, though no minister, 
as it was said of one of old: 

"Christ's lore, and his Apostles twelve 

* He taught; and first he followed it himself." 

In every situation of life in which he was placed Mr. McGuire 
bore himself worthily; but it was as a teacher that his great 
work was done, and for which he will long be held in honor 
and loving remembrance by thousands of hearts. Though his 
work was in a narrower sphere than Rugby, not Arnold him- 
self could have left a deeper impress on his pupils. 

On the 14th of June of last year his scholars, old and new, 
showed the esteem in which they held him by presenting his 
portrait to the University of Virginia. This honor and affection 
was more strongly emphasized at his funeral, when a tribute 
was paid such as no teacher in Richmond had ever before re- 
ceived — a great body of pupils, those of thirty years ago, to- 
gether with those of to-day, marching in column through the 
streets as an escort to the remains of their beloved teacher. The 
eyes of men who had associated with Mr. McGuire in such 
bodies as our Committee, filled with tears, and little boys, only 
a short time in his school, wept at his grave. 

Such was the life and death of our late associate, whose 
memory as a most loyal and devoted Virginian, an active and 
interested member of our Society, a great teacher, and a noble 
exemplar of all that is highest and best in character, will long 
be cherished by us. 



